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plied in our consciousness of the world and of self being false, but they are not implied in, nor even consistent with, its being true that there is no being save one absolute and perfect being. The latter supposition precludes the possibility of ignorance, appearance, illusion, &c. The Ve-dantists, however, could not dispense with ignorance and illusion. It was only thus that they could seem to adhere to their absolute unity. It was only in the state of illusion that they could think of Brahma, and only with the help even of very material imagery that they could speak of him.
I might now proceed to explain the Vedanta theory of the three qualities of ignorance, which, separately or in combination, obscure the knowledge which constitutes the essence of the soul; and of its two powers, the one originating belief in our consciousness of personality, and the other accounting for the dream that there is an external world. I might also dwell on the Vedanta theory of the nature and laws of the evolution of phenomena. The transformations of Brahma, of which the evolution consists, are supposed to take place according to both a diminishing and an increasing progression, the former being from more to less perfect, and the latter from less to more definite. I am compelled, however, to leave unconsidered these and other portions of the system, and must